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Gekopieerd uit de bestandscatalogus Early Microscopes:

Illumination lamp

circa 1800

designed by A. Swaving.

A pillar, fastened to a brass base, supports the component parts of this illumination device. On top of the pillar a wheel is mounted carrying the condenser (consisting of a brass tube with a lens at both ends) that casts the light rays from a candle on the stage of a microscope. The tube for the candle and a hollow mirror to focus the light rays are fastened to a separate limb attached to the pillar.

Abraham Swaving published an article describing this apparatus in Natuurkundige Verhandelingen van de Maatschappij van Wetenschappen (Ie reeks, 1798, p. 41). This invention was adopted by several Dutch makers of microscopes, such as Van Laun.

